
   

 
DeSoto Council #6 
573 Main Street 

Cromwell, CT  06416 
 

My dear brother Knights,  

  

I do hope and pray in a very special way that you are all well especially during this coronavirus 

pandemic. I do believe with our continued prayers and in a special way by praying the Rosary for our leaders 

and all in the medical field, this will pass quickly and we shall return to normal with a renewed sense of God, 

Faith, Family, Community and Life in general.  

  

We were scheduled to meet on the 2nd of April, however due to the many restrictions to limit the spread 

of the virus, after consulting with the Officers, we decided it was a good idea to cancel the April 2nd Meeting 
and hope to meet on May 6th. I do believe a lot is being done to stop the spread, and with God’s intervention, 

we shall soon be able to meet again, go to Mass and live freely. For now I hope you are participating in Mass by 

TV, especially EWTN. Above all, do not be afraid, for we depend on God. In Matthew 6:30-34 Jesus said: “If 

God so clothes the grass of the field, which grows today and is thrown into the oven tomorrow, will he not 

much more provide for you. O you of little faith? So do not worry and say, ‘what are we to eat? Or ‘what are we 

to drink? Or ‘what are we to wear? All these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly Father knows that you need 

them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be given you 

besides. Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself. Sufficient for the day is its own evil.” 

  

At our last meeting we did not get to talk about our yearly three $500 dollar scholarships to Holy 

Apostles Seminary. I do hope we shall vote on it at our next meeting which will now be in May. However, if the 

checks are needed before our next meeting and since we all support vocations to the priesthood, perhaps if there 

is no objection; I and the Officers could decide to vote on it on behalf of the council.  Also to be voted on at the 

next meeting is a $500 donation to the Cromwell Food Bank from Charity Bowl proceeds and $450 to Sponsor 

a Cromwell Little League team. 

  

For those who are interested in having shirts with your name and our KoC logo on it for $30 dollars, or 

if you do not as yet have your membership card, please contact brother Brian Roy at:860-729-4705 or 

Bjroy4@sbcglobal.net; the shirts will come in handy for our exposure and when we shall be doing a 

membership drive. 

  

There is going to be a blood drive at our hall on April 18th. The brother helping with that is Jim 

Gannuscio and for any questions to participate, contact him at: 860-966-9773 or gannuscio@sbcglobal.net. For 

as you may have heard, there is a great need for blood which is truly a gift of Life. 

  

God is in Control! Am praying for you all and your families:  May God Bless, Protect, Guide and Be 

with you all today and always. Sincerely your brother in Christ: Paul Okuja.  I’ve separately emailed out a 

message from our Supreme Knight   

 

Sincerely,  

Paul Okuja, Grand Knight

Apr 2020 www.CromwellKofC.com 
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MEETING TIME 
Our council meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM.  Our April council meeting is 
cancelled, May meeting TBD.  Next Officers meeting will be Thursday Apr 9th at 7:00 pm  
 
Website & E-Mail 
The Council 6 website contains a wealth of information. Please take a minute to look at the site: 
www.cromwellkofc.com  Council 6 also has an e-mail address for individuals to contact us at 
cromwellkofc@yahoo.com  
 
INSURANCE  
One of the greatest benefits of membership is our highly rated Life Insurance products. Please contact our 
insurance agent Frank Emanuele Jr., to discuss your insurance needs.   
Email: frank.emanuele@kofc.org, Phone: (860) 944-6488, Website: www.theemanuelepractice.com 
 
Dues are Due 
If you haven’t paid your 2020 dues, please do so or contact Brian Roy to make arrangements.    
 
Donation Form 
When any brother knight would like to ask the council for a donation for a worthy cause, a form must be 
completed and submitted to the trustees.  The forms are available at all council meeting. 
 
 
Calendar: 
 

 Blood Drive 4/18; 8am – 1pm 
 
 
Officers for 2019-2020: 
Grand Knight – Paul Okuja 
Deputy Grand Knight – Mark Walsh 
Financial Secretary – Brian Roy 
Chancellor – Tony Gumkowski 
Warden – John Monarca 
Recorder – Matt Blanchette 
Treasurer – Jim Gannuscio 
Inside Guard – Tom Kelly 
Trustees 1st year – 
Trustee 2nd year – Tom Butler 
Trustee 3rd year – Bob Vess 

 
 
 
 

If anyone knows of a brother Knight who is ill, please contact  
Roger Beliveau at 860.635.1918 or Tony Gumkowski at 860.874.2132 
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A message from the Supreme Knight 

 

  

 

Dear Brother Knight, 
 
As the world confronts the COVID-19 
pandemic, I wanted to take this 
opportunity to share with you the 
actions and responses taken by the 
Knights of Columbus. 
 
The coronavirus disease is not the first 
pandemic the Knights of Columbus has 
faced. In the late nineteenth century, 
and again in 1918, the Knights 
remained strong and active despite 
such situations. And together, we will 
do so again this time. 

 

 

We know that this period will be difficult in various ways for everyone, and we 
want to assure you that the Knights of Columbus is fully committed to you and 
your family, and has taken the steps necessary to continue our important work on 
your behalf – from protecting the faith and financial stability of members’ 
families, to helping members put their faith into action by providing important 
charitable service within their communities. 
 
Although to our knowledge, no staff at the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council 
or Museum in New Haven or at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine in 
Washington, D.C., have tested positive for COVID-19, we have implemented 
remote operations for most staff, allowing our business processes, customer 
service and fraternal support to continue their important work uninterrupted, 
while simultaneously protecting the health of our employees and reducing the 
risk of community spread of this illness, which is often facilitated by having large 
groups of people in close proximity to one another. 
 
Furthermore, our sustainable investment strategy means that our exposure to 
current stock market volatility is limited, and we remain extremely strong 
financially. With that strength, and the strength that comes from committed 
employees, we remain positioned and ready to serve our brother Knights. Of 
course, our agents and our customer service team also remain available to help 
you with any insurance or related financial needs that you may have. As we 
implement new systems to serve you and respond to a higher volume of inquiries 
than usual during this period, it is possible that wait and turnaround times may 
increase. 



                                      

In addition to what we are doing at the Supreme Council headquarters, many 
brother Knights have asked how they can help in their own communities. We 
suggest the following: 

1. Pray. During this period, we urge every member and his family to pray the 
Supreme Council's novena based on the prayer of Pope Francis 
(printable or video prayer), as well as a prayer being promoted by the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

2. Help keep yourself, your families and your communities safe by cancelling 
all “in person” Knights of Columbus meetings and activities at the local or 
state level until otherwise indicated. This disease spreads when groups of 
people gather, so it is important that we avoid activities that could spread 
this illness. Councils should pursue online and/or teleconferencing options 
for meetings, fundraising, etc. until the danger has passed. The Supreme 
Council will be providing additional information on such options shortly. 

3. Leave no Knight – or neighbor – behind. If members of your council – or 
community – are elderly or have underlying medical conditions, please 
ensure that they have enough food. If you or others in your council have 
food to spare, offer to drop something off on their doorstep or to shop 
online for them. 

4. Give blood. Many communities are facing blood shortages. Those not 
being recommended to isolate themselves due to illness, age or 
underlying conditions should consider giving blood. National blood drives 
were pioneered by the Knights of Columbus in the 1930s, and this 
lifesaving activity remains an important aspect of our charitable work 
today. 

As we move through this pandemic together, you can rest assured that the 
Knights of Columbus will be there for you. We will provide regular updates in the 
days ahead, and we will remain joined with you in prayer and in service to our 
neighbors in need. 
 
May God bless you, and keep you and your loved ones healthy and safe. 
 
Fraternally, 
Carl Anderson 
Supreme Knight 
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